321 Student Union Building, University of 


"The Violence Initiative" 
federally enforced drugging of inner city kids 


by Suzanne 


Institutionalization and coercive drug- 
ging of children is a particularly persistent 
form of child abuse in the U.S.: “Drug them 
up (and/or lock them up) to shut them up” has 
becn a consistent pattem. There have been 
many justifications posed for this: namely 
that it is done to “protect” the child/youth, to 
protect “‘society” from this child, or to “nor- 
malize” her behavior. All of these are ratio- 
nalizations for social control and/or are mo- 
tivated by the desire to make money. 

A recent version of this form of child 
abuse is framed within the context of The 
Violence Initiative, which is an “anti-vio- 
Ience” program being launclied by, prima- 
rily, the National Institute for Mental Health 
(NIMH), with additional support and effort 
from the U.S. “Justice” Department. 

Basically, the initiative will be ahcavily 
funded research and treatment program, be- 
ginning in 1994, that will wy to eradicate 
violence in the citics. Originally, Dr. Fred 
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Goodwin, the major proponent of the initia- 
tive, said it would target inner-city adoles- 
cents, and gave a figure of about 100,000 
people as subjects, which is sure to be ex- 
panded. They would determine which indi- 
viduals were “at risk” for impulsivity toward 
violence according to many theories and 
methods which, according to Dr. Peter 
Breggin, author of Toxic Psychiatry, “have 
been disproven repeatedly for the last 500 
years.” Additionally, there would be a focus 
on the neurotransmitter serotonin, which is 
theoretically linked to violence. Treatment 
would include, though not be limited to, the 
forced ingestion of several Prozac-like drugs 
that affect serotonin transmission, regardless 
of much existing evidence indicating that the 
drug causes rather than suppresses violent 
behavior in those who takc it. Needless to say 
the pharmaceutical industry is closely in- 
volved, looking for a new and steady market 
(Prozac has already become the largest 
moneymaker in the pharmaceutical indus- 


try). 


Massachusetts, Amherst, MA 01003 
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Although this version of The Violence 
Initative is recent, it’s not new. Due in part to 
the uprisings of Blacks in urban communities 
during the late 1960s, much of the nation 
became obsessed with images of the threat- 
ening Black male militant. Because the social 
“chaos” of the time was being successfully 
‘organized into a powerful movement, the 
State began to panic, and many programs 
were launched in an attempt to prevent the 
“rebels” from affecting the status quo. The 
Justice Department, along with the NIMH, 
began to develop a program for the biomedi- 
eal control of violence. 

The backers of this earlier initiative 


proposed that urban rioters, as well as Black ° 


leaders, suffered from brain damage and dys- 
function, and thus should be forced to undergo 
psychosurgery (i.e. brain mutilation). The 
biomedical control of violence includes bio- 
logical and genetic theories of violence, 
methods of prediction and diagnosis and con- 
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The Institute for Consumer Power in 
Mental Health Management 


by Aileen Journey 


The treatment of people with psychiatric 
disabilitics has long been in the hands of 
people who have not experienced the disabil- 
ity. The practice of psychology has habitually 
excluded the opinions of people with mental 
illness because they are considered incom- 
petent. Within psychiatry, the indicator of 
competence is how far a person’s perception 
of reality deviates from the professional’s 
perception of reality. By being the definers of 
reality, professionals retain contro! of the 
mental health system through ignoring what 
they do not want to hear by calling it a 
delusion orahallucination. People with mental 
illness have been told that either they must go 
along with the mental health system volun- 
tarily or they will be declared too ill to make 
their own decisions, and will therefore be 
forced to go along. Professionals have set up 
a system that eliminates the possibility of 
hearing criticism from the people they sup- 
posedly serve. Recent token efforts, like 
“consumer advisory boards,” which have no 
power to make policy, have been set up to 
promote a facade of consumer involvement. 
However, the agencies which provide resi- 
dential, vocational, cducational oremergency 
services to mentally ill peopleremain defined 
and controlicd by professionals using archaic 
models of mental health management. 

Some psychiatrically disabled people 
are now speaking out about theirnceds, wants 
and rights. I am one of those people who got 
some power by playing along with the sys- 
tem(1) until I was trained to work within it 
and was accepted as a professional. ]am now 
working to change the system from the inside 
by fighting fora space for people with psychi- 


atric disabilities to be heard. 

We are frustrated by being treated as 
people unable to make decisions for our- 
selves. The fact that our reality may be dif- 
ferent from other people’s reality (even most 
people’s) does not necessarily make our 
perceptions wrong. Every oppressed group is 
told that its perception of the world is wrong 
because majority members believe differently, 
but again and again we find that being in the 
majority does not make people right. 

Ihave been labeled as mentally ill since 
I wasabout twelve. I was notallowed to make 
decisions about how to deal with my disabil- 
ity. I was forced into therapy, to take a variety 
of medications including anti-depressants, 
anti-convulsants, anti-psychotics and 
lithium(2), and to endure many tests includ- 
ing CAT scans, PET scans and at least ten 
EEGs(3). I was told over and over that I was 
sick and that I had a neurological problem 
even though no neurological disturbance 
could be found. I had a doctor tell me that I 
wasn’t reporting my symptoms correctly 
because none of his other patients had the 
same symptoms as I did. When treatments 
did not work I was blamed for not feeling 
good enough about my progress. I was ignored 
when I tried to explain what I felt and what J 
wanted for relief. Everyone around me, in- 
cluding my parents, teachers, school staff, 
doctors and therapists identified the malady 
as fully my problem and as being caused 
within me. My “refusal” to respond to their 
treatments frustrated andangered them. I was 
told so often that all of my problems were 
caused by me that I began to believe it.I spent 
years trying to “fix” myself. I tried to pay 

attention to all the advice I had gotten and 
make myself into what others wanted. Finally, 


somewhere along the way I started to realize 
that no one’s reality is any more real than 
anyone else’s, even a doctor’s. 

I find that people with mental illness 
have an insight into supporting others with 
the disability that non-disabled professionals 
do not have. I am working with Rebecca 
Macauley, an ex-patient and psychiatric pa- 
tients’ advocate, to develop the Institute for 
Consumer Power in Mental Health Manage- 
ment. We want to put the mental health sys- 
tem into the hands of the people who use it. 

The goals of the Institute are as follows: 

1. to help organizations develop a cul- 
ture and service system which respects and 
promotes the role of mental health consumers 
in planning, providing, directing, managing 
and evaluating services. 

2. to engage in research and develop- 
ment. 

3. to provide a think tank including 
leading thinkers from consumer groups and 
professionals to push current thinking to new 
limits and advise on public policy. 

4. to provide advocacy and public rela- 
tions for people with psychiatric disabilities. 

Essentially, the goal is to have psychi- 
atrically disabled people take over the power 
of mental health management. 

Among the services we offer are 
trainings to organizations who want to learn 
about how people with mental illness see 
themselves, and how best to support them. 
We work toconfrontthe myths and stereotypes 
about mental illness by publishing in local 
newspapers and magazines, and by giving 
presentations to various groups about mental 
illness. In the future we would like to develop 
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The Politics of 
Women's Studies 


by Shanta Rao and 
Jeanine Maland 


We are writing to strongly support Dr. 
Donna Goodleaf’s critique of the racist and 
elitist structures and practices that continue 
to operate in the Women’ Studies (WOST) 
Program at UMass. In her letter reprinted 
here [see November 1992 VWV], Dr. 
Goodleaf writes of a kind of politics and 
hostile climate in WOST that ultimately led 
to her recent decision to withdraw her candi- 
dacy for the Special Opportunity line in 
WOST. The withdrawal of her candidacy for 
a faculty position is a significant loss for this 
university, a loss for the Women’s Studies 
Department which is currently incrisis, anda 
loss for the too-small number of indigenous 
students, staff, and faculty at UMass. It is a 
loss for all people who are seriously commit- 
ted to unmasking, confronting, and changing 
the existing relations of white, elitist every- 
day acts of dominance and control that oper- 
ate both under our noses and out of sight. 

From their inception, U.S. Women’s 
Studies programs developed in the 1970's by 
white feminist scholars can be more accu- 
rately characterized as Middle Class Euro- 
American Women’s Studies programs. It i3 | 
tue that the work of these feminist activists 
and scholars nationwide has positively af- 
fected and changed the lives of many women, 
children and men. However, the fact remains 
that these same programs have distorted and 
made invisible the histories, current lives, 
and political-cultural realities of many com- 
munities of people living in the U.S. and in 
the world. The call for transformation in 
Women’s Studies curricula, program struc- 
tures, policies, and practices has continued 
over these years. There have always been 
some women of color and some Euro- 
American women who have challenged this 
narrow, exclusionary focus. Transformation, 
however, requires that a multi-racial, inter- 
disciplinary group of women work together 
from a fundamentally different framework 
and praxis to bring about genuine change. 

It has been—and continues to be— 
women of color (within and without the U.S. 
academy) who have been at the forefront of 
demands for structural change. Not surpris- 
ingly, these calls for change have been per- 
ceived as threatening to a majority of white 
feminists who are in some positions of power 
over other women in the academy. It is clear 
10 us that these women have an invesument in 
maintaining academic systems of hierarchy 
and are reluctant to give up academic privi- 
leges. A number of women in the University, 
including white feminists espousing the 
rhetoric ofanti-racism, have fervently resisted 
the feminist/womanist politics that demand 
shared structural relations of power and 
curricular change beyond the notion of ‘‘add 
women of color and stir.” 

Itisno secret that the Women’s Studies 
program is currently in crisis. This has been 
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Policy Statement 


The Valley Women's Voice, a monthly 
feminist newsjournal, welcomes women’s 
wrilings, poetry, graphics, and photography 
that reflect a feminist commitment to the 
empowerment of all women. The Voice 
provides a forum for women to share chal- 
lenging and controversial ideas. We aim to 
communicate and strengthen bonds between 
women by making them visible in our pages. 

The Valley Women' s Voice is produced 
onacollective, consensus, volunteer basis by 
agroup of feminists. We donotagree with all 
opinions expressed in the Voice by indi- 
vidual authors, but we accept responsibility 
for choosing to print everything in the paper. 

CONTRIBUTION GUIDELINES 

The Valley Women's Voice welcomes 


Dear VWV, 

I cannot say enough in praise of Jami- 
Porter Lara for her statement: “The reduction 
of sexism to ‘gender oppression’—where 
men and women are equally oppressed by 
society’s sex role stereotypes—is a major 
distortion of the misogynist world in which 
we are living.” [see November 1992 VWV] 

I am continually frustrated by hearing 
the argument that women (and men) are op- 
pressed by society. Even among feminists the 
notion that society does not oppress women, 
men oppress women, is considered radical. 
What seems to have escaped so many theo- 
rists is that the ‘‘society” argument is circular. 
Society is nothing more than a group of 
people, and yet the argument says society is 
responsible for how this group of people 
think and behave. To claim that socialization 
and conditioning in childhood are responsible 
for behavior, does not explain how the ideas 


Letter to the 


In a time when healthcare reform is a 
supposed hot topic of national concern, we 
must remember that mental health care is 
often overlooked as a legitimate component 
of the existing healthcare system. Aileen 
Joumey’s article points out that this system 
.ignores the actual needs of the consumer. Her 
depiction of the treatment of people with 
psyciatric disabilities, mirrors the agenda of 
the Violence Initiative, as explained by 
Suzanne. Such social contol, instituted by 
State run systems and programs, infringes 
upon autonomy and specifically discrimi- 
nates against people with mental illnesses 
and members of other “minority” groups. 
Attempts to normalize “reality” disregard 
external factors which play a very significant 
role in problematized behavior and mood 
States. A radical healthcare revolution is 
needed to integrate the dicotomy between 
physical and mental illinesses and expand the 
white male model on which most present 
understandings of disease are based. 

We have set tentative themes for the 


letters, essays, narratives, intervicws, 


newsbriefs, poems, short stories, cartoons, . 


graphics, and photographs. Written submis- 
sions should be 3 to 5 pages typed, double 
spaced. Yourname, address, and phone num- 


ber must be enclosed withall materials so that - 


we may verify submissions and/or contact 
you to discuss any necessary editorial changes. 
A short biographical statement is also ap- 
preciated. An author who does not wish her 
name to be printed should indicate this when 
submitting items. Please enclose a SASE if 
you would like materials returned to you. The 
decision to print materials ismadecolicctively, 
and all major editorial changes are made in 
conjunction with the author. However, we 
reserve the right to make minor editorial 
corrections to submissions for purposes of 
clarity and space constraints. Although we 
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cannot afford to pay contributors, we do send 
a complimentary copy of the issue in which 
your item appears. : 

Send submissions to: Valley Women 5 
Voice, 321 Student Union Building, Univer- 
sity of Massachusetts, Amherst, MA 01003. 
If you have ideas for future articles, or are not 
sure how your particular interests and talents 
may add to the paper, call us and Ict’s discuss 
the possibilities. Our number is (413)545- 
2436. 

. CALENDAR & ANNOUNCE- 

MENT LISTINGS 

The Valley Women's Voice would like 
to print announcements and publicize events 
of interest to women. Listings are free and 
should be kept to 5 lines in length. (Items will 
be edited to fit space constraints.) Announce- 
ments for non-profit organizations will be 


Letter To The Collective 


being passed on took root in the first place. 

I think the explanation for male domi- 
nance lies in the fact that men are bigger and 
stronger than women and usc their strength to 
keep women down (literally). 

Ms. Porter-Lara is so right when she 
says, “Itis not conditioning which leads us to 
expect that men are aggressive and sexually 
aggressive. It is the reality of women’s expe- 
rience .. . To suggest that women’s fear of 
men is due to societal conditioning dismisses 
the reality of our experience.” 

Ifonly people would realize how much 
these ideas apply to women’s behavior. My 
own experience as a volunteer at a shelter for 
battered women showed me that it is not 
conditioning that makes women stay with 
men who beat them. It is the very real ob- 
stacles to Jeaving and the lack of protection 
socity had to offer. A battered women knows 
thather man’s threat to kill herorherchilderen 


Community 


spring issues and welcome your submissions 
by the 15th of the month prior to the issue. 
Marchis Women’ shistory month, soin honor 
of our heritage the paper will focus on 
Women’s history.The April paper will be on 
Lesbian Existance. For May we will be 
looking at women’s mental health. 

We are excited to have several new 
women join us this windy winter to help with 
bookkeeping and production. Welcome to 
Gwendolyn, Lynn and Stephanie. The VWV 
is always willing and ready to train new 
women. No experience is necessary! Please 
join us at our weekly Tuesday night collec- 
tive meetings; call 545-2436 for our meeting 
time or check the notice on our office door. In 
addition to our monthly paper, the Valley 
Women’s Voice maintains a bulletin board 
next to-our office in the UMass Studert 
Union. Notices of events specific’ to the 
women’s and lesbian communities are posted 
there. Please send us fliers or slide them 
under our office door. 

~ Sarah Davis 


Welcome Back! 


Stop by and feast yourself on 


| Asian style noodle soups and noodle stir fries. 


_ 31 Bolewood Walk ¢ Amherst 


253-9200 


if she tries to leave is not idle, and that the 
restraining order offered as a solution will not 
stop. him. So she stays, and then societal 
“experts” proclaim that these women need 
counseling to learn why they “accept” abuse. 

Women see first hand the punishments 
that are doled out to “bad” wome who have 
the audacity to think they can enjoy the same 
sexual freedon as men. When these women 
are raped, the rape is excused because “she 
asked for it.” 

Certainly they have mothers who teach 
them sex is bad, but this “socialization” by 
the mothers is a sign of defeatism, an attempt 
to pass onto their daughters the skills to 
survive in a world that they see no way of 
changing. 

My own first-hand experience with 
men’s groups, not conditioning, has shown 
me that there is reason to be afraid of them. 
The leader of a fathers’ rights organization in 


give preference and additional space when it 
is available. 


We request that Calendar listings pro- | 


vide the following information: name, date, 
time, and location of the event, cost of at- 
tending the event (sliding scale? work ex- 
change?); the sponsor of the event and re- 
cipient of proceeds, if any; a Statment about 
accessibility for disabled women (wheelchair 
accessible? ASL interpreted?); a phone 
number where inquiries may be directed. 
Individuals and organizations may re- 
quest thata photograph be printed along with 
4 Calendar listing. A nominal fee is charged 
to cover printing costs. Only black-and-white 
photographs can be accepted. Due to space 
constraints, we may not be able to accept all 
photographs for publication, and preference 
will be given to non-profit organizations. 


the city where I auended college told me that 
“a women who does not allow an ex-husband 
to see his children had committed an act of 
war against him, but this fact is left out of 
articles on women being killed by ex-hus- 
bands.” He also said on a radio show that he 
had had sex with women who “said ‘no’ right 
up until their orgasm.” 

I will say, however, that one men’s 
organzation, Men Stopping Rape, appeared 
to be genuinely tying to help women by 
changing men. Ialso think Anna Myers makes 
a valid point when she says that just as in the 
men’s movement, the majority of women in 
the women’s movementare white and upper- 
class, or at least were in the 1970s. 

Sincerely, 

Nancy Foley 


Deadlines for the March Issue 


To reserve space for display ads: 


February 17 


For receiving ad copy: 


February 22 
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For Submissions 
to Editorial Board: 


February 16 


Questions? 
Call the VWV at 545-2436 


Women Who Worked 
On This Issue 


Sarah Davis 


Jami Porter-Lara 
Emily LaBarbera-Twarog 
Carol McMaster 
Jeannettte Seward 
Janet Riley 
Stephanie Plotin 


Valerie Brown 
Gwendolyn Wong 


Newsbriefs 


NATIONAL 


CLINTON PICKS A WINNER: 
Presidemt Clinton has selected Lawrence 
Summers as his appointment to the U.S 
Treasury Department as Under secretary for 
International Affairs. As Wortd Bank chief 
economist and Vice President, Summers 
wroi¢ a memo (December, 1991) to other top 
World Bank offticals advocating the shipment 
of toxic waste to “LDCs [less developed 
countries}"", According to Summers, he “al- 
ways thought that under populated countries 
in Africa are vastly under-poluted” and that 

the economic logic behind dumping a load 
of toxic waste in the lowest wage county is 
impeccable”. He goes on to argue that since 
life expectancy is lower in less developed 
countries, there would be less concern about 
the health hazards of toxic waste; people 
simply wouldn’t live long enough to develop 
waste-related health problems anyway. 
Sumimers is well connected among economist 
and the Democratic Party. He was chief 
economic advisor for the Dukakis campaign 
in 1988 and also advised the Clinton cam- 
paign. As Undersecretary for International 
Affairs, he would be in an extremely powerful 
Position, overseeing the World Bank, Asian 
Development Bank, Inter-American Devel- 
opment Bank, African Development Bank, 
the IMF and other organizations. Scnate 
confirmation hearings on this appointment 
have not yet been set. Letters and faxes pro- 
testing Summers’ confirmation should be 
sent immediately to: 


President Clinton 

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Washington, DC 20220 
tcl: (202) 456-1414 

fax: (202) 456-6208 


Senator Daniel Moynihan 

Chairman Senate Finance Committee 
464 Senate Russell Office Bidg. 
Washington, DC 20510 

tel: (202) 224-4515 

fax: (202) 224-9239 


Lloyd Bentsen 

Secretary of the Treasury 
1500 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Washington, DC 20220 
tel: (202) 622-1100 

fax: (202) 622-0073 


For more information, contact 
Greenpeace at (202) 462-1177 (Greenpeace, 
Activists Mailing List, 1-28-93) 


DARTMOUTH DIVESTS FROM 

HYDRO-QUEBEC: Aficr months of dis- 
cussion and debate, the Trustees of Dartmouth 
College announced in December their deci- 
sion to divest from Hydro-Quebec (HQ). The 
decision followed sustained pressure from 
students, faculty and alumni who arguc that 
the provincial utility’s James Bay hydro- 
electric projects are environmentally and 
culturally destructive. The Trustees directed 
the College to sell its $6.8 million in HQ 
bonds. Dartmouth is the first institution in the 
U.S. to divest and similar campaigns arc 
underway at Tufts, Harvard and Boston 
University. The Massachusctts legislature is 
also considering divesting of HQ bonds held 
in state pension funds. The divestment cam- 
paign began in January 1992 when Native 
American students and environmental activ- 
ists joined forces to form Dartmouth Divest 
Hydro-Quebec (DDHQ). (Activists Mailing 
List, 1-7-93) 


POWER POLE SABOTAGE DI- 


RECTED AT HYDRO-QUEBEC: In 
early January, Vermont’s Rudand Herald and 
the Associated Press reported that ten electri- 
cal transmission poles in five different Ver- 
mont locations have becn sabotaged since 
April of 1992. The Central Vermont Public 
Service Corporation (C VPS) recciveda letter 
saying that three utility poles in Ruwand, 
Vermont needed to be replaced and that there 
could be other consequences unless CVPS 
dropped its contract with Hydro-Quebcc. The 
wooden ulllity poles were all notched, cut or 
drilled so that they would fall over in high 
winds or heavy snowfall, according to Tho- 
mas Hurcomb, vice president of publicaffairs 
for CVPS. The poles were also marked with 
a“Q” similar tothe logo used by the Canadian 
Hydro-Quebec-owned utility. CVPS has is- 
sued a reward of $20,000 for information 
leading to a successful prosecution of those 
responsible and the FBI is investigating the 
incidents. The contract between Hydro- 
Quebec and seventeen Vermont utilities has 
been the subject of controversy for several 
ycars (CVPS has the largest contract for H-Q 
power). Opponents argue that the Canadian 
ulility’s expansion plans threaten the indig- 
enous lifestyle of the Cree, Innuit and Innu 
peoples who live in northern Quebec. In 
addition, environmentalists say the plans 
threaten the fragile habitats and future of 
some species such as {fresh-water seals, beluga 
whales and caribou. (Biodiversity Liberation 
Front, Activists Mailing List, 1-14-93) 


KGAY RADIO ESTABLISHED IN 
COLORADO: From Denver, Colorado 
comesa 24-hour, satellite radio station called 
KGAY that is owned and operated by gays, 
lesbians and bisexuals. The station is avail- 
able to nearly four million home dish owners 
in the U.S., Mexico, Canada and the Carib- 
bean. According to Dan Radcliff, program 
director at KGAY, the response has been 
positive since the November 28 launch of the 
station. Of 1,200 phone calls reccived by the 
station, only a small number have been 
negative. KGAY began broadcasting shortly 
after Colorado voters approved a state con- 
slilutional amendment that denied gays and 
lesbians civil rights protection. Radcliff says 
the station is two years ahead of schedule as 
far as signing up cable systems and AM radio 
stations. The first AM station affiliate was 
KXRE-AM in Colorado Springs. (Activists 
Mailing List, 1-13-93) 


DOMESTIC PARTNER RIGHTS 
WON: Through an exccutive order issued 
January 7, Mayor David Dinkins created a 
“Domestic Partners” registry for New York 
City residents and workers who don’t live in 
the city. They will now be able to register as 
unmarried domestic partners. While Dinkins’ 
“move was primarily symbolic, many in the 
lesbian and gay communitics applauded him, 
saying the registry will provide official ac- 
knowledgment of the existence and validity 
of homosexual relationships. The order also 
applies to unmarricd heterosexual couples. 
Dinkins issued a second executive order 
outlining specific ways registered domestic 
partners are lo reccive the same treatment as 
spouses. These include hospital visitation 
rights and matters involving apartment rent- 
als in city housing. Paula L. Euclbrick, legal 
director of the Lambda Legal Defense and 
Education Fund, praised the mayor’s action 
butalsocalled on him to take the next stepand 
drop the city’s opposition to a lawsuit by gay 
and lesbian teachers demanding equal benefits 

for their families. Some 25 U.S. cities and 
countics now cither recognize domestic part- 
nerships, or offersome form of parental Ieave 
or medical benefits for domestic partners of 


Compiled by Sharon Herbert 


government workers and/or residents. 
(Workers World Service, Activists Mailing 
List, 1-15-93) 


NEW U.S. MILITARY POLICY: 
The massive U.S. military intervention into 
Somaliais theresultofancw military docurine 
developed to justify the Pentagon’s bloated 
$300 billion annual budget. The bloat con- 
linues in spite of the end of the so-called Cold 
War andthe collapse of Sovict military power. 
Ata December 4 news bricfing, Joint Chicfs 
of Staff Chair Gen. Colin Powell bragged that 
Operation Restore Hope would be a “paid 
political advertisement” that would showcase 
U.S. military “capabilitics and usefulness”. 
Powcll also used the briefing to counter those 
who seek cuts in military spending to increase 
funding for health care, housing, jobs, edu- 
cation and other social needs. In an article 
written for Foreign Affairs magazine, Powell 
argued that the U.S. can still dominate the 
world based on its military prowess, despite 
its slipping economic power. He asserted that 
significantreductions in the military machine 
would threaten the viability of this doctrine 
and that “over the past three years the U.S. 
armed forces have been used repeatedly to 
defend our interests and achieve our political 
interests.”.(Workers World Service, Activists 
Mailing List, 1-2-93) 


INTERNATIONAL 


"U.N. LAWYERS FIND ATTACKS 
NOT AUTHORIZED: The United Nations’ 
legal department says it secs no language in 
existing U.N. resolutions that would give the 
United States, Britain and France authority to 
enforce the no-fly zones they have imposed 
in Iraq—including the area involved in the 
incident on January 21. The interpretation by 
the U.N. legal staffon whether the allies have 
authority to enforce the no-fly zones came as 
a surprise and appears to bolster Iraq’s case— 
at least technically—that the coalition’s ac- 
tions are illegal. The allies have traditionally 
based their enforcement actions on U.N. Se- 
curity Council Resolution 688 which con- 
demns the Iraqi government’s repression of 
minorities like the Kurds and Shiites. They 
argue that enforcement authority is inherent 
in the resolution’s language. However, the 
U.N. interpretation is that the resolution 
contains no enforcement power. As befits a 
tool of the Western powers, the U.N. officials 
conceded that “‘it’s not our function. . . to tell 
a member state how to define a resolution.” 
(SF Chronicle, Activists Mailing List, 1-26- 
93) 


VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 
IN PERU: Inarecentreport, Americas Watch 
and the Women’s Rights Project, both divi- 
sions of Human Rights Watch, charged both 
the government of Peru and the Shining Path 
with the blatant and illegal use of violence 
against female non-combatants as a form of 
tactical wqarfare. The report documents more 
than 40 cases of rape of female non-combat- 
ants during interrogation or in the emergency 
zones, and many others that occurred during 
security force sweeps or massacres. Not a 
single security force officer has ever been 
punished for rape, even when the crime is 
known too law enforcementauthoriles. Cases 
of rape by government sccurity forces often 
involve the insertion of foreign objects into 
the vagina and anus, combined-with torture 
such as electric shock to the genitals and 
breasts. Shining Path assassinations of women 
community Icaders often occur in the presence 
of theirchildren and are marked by incredible 
brutality. This two-way tcrror has had a dev- 
astating effect on civilian women and their 


organizations but they continuc to resist in- 
timidation by either side. Copies of the report 
are available for $7.00 from the Human Rights 
Watch Publications Department, 485 Fifth 
Avenue, New York, NY 10017 (Americas 
Watch, Activist Mailing List, ]-15-93) 


CUBA’S EVOLVING AIDS 
POLICY: Cuba has long been vilified for its 
public health policy on AIDS but two HIV- 
positive gay men from Cuba are now on an 
historic U.S. tour talking about the improve- 
ments in AIDS policy. The two men, Carlos 
de la Concepcion and Raul Llanos, will be 
speaking in major U.S. cities during their 
two-month tour. In the 1980s, Cuba created a 
sanatorium system to limit the spread of 
AIDS which severely limited patients’ free- 
dom. Patients were only allowed to go out 
once a month with a chaperone. According to 
Concepcion, the sanatorium policy underwent 
a “complete revolution” in 1989 when a 
system of “garante” (acting responsibly) was 
launched. After six months of being in the 
sanatorium and receiving AIDS education, a 
mcdical panel meets with patients to determine 
if they arc responsible cnough to po out 
withouta chaperone. This limitation willalso 
be changing in the coming months when 
Cuba will give patients the option of going 
home. Concepcion and Llanos said that the 
sanatorium takes care of all the paticnis’ 
medical needs and the patients reccive the 
same salaries they had before entcring the 
sanatorium whether they work or not. As of 
December 7, a total of 863 peopic had tested 
positive for HIV in Cuba. Of these people, 
28.9% were women and 71.1% were men. 
According to Concepcion, pediatric AIDS 
cases have been almost eliminated through 
testing all blood donations, testing large 
sectors of the population and conducting 
epidemiological surveys of those who test 
positive. Due to the U.S. blockade of Cuba, 
the country has not been able to obtain ddI or 
ddC, two drugs approved by the U.S. FDA for 
the treatment of AIDS. Cuba is now trying to 
develop its own medicines. (Workers World 
Service, Activists Mailing List, 1-10-93) 


SEGREGATED U.S. UNIVERSITY 
IN WEST BANK: The University of New 
Haven (UNH) is opening acampusin Elkana, 
a Jews-only settlement in the West Bank, in 
partnership with an unaccredited Isracli uni- 
versily called the Bio-Technical Institute of 
Tel-Aviv. The campus is to open in February 
and will enroll five hundred Isracli students. 
UNH President Lawrence J. DeNardisclaims 
the campus is for both Palestinians and Israclis 
but no Palestinians are allowed into Elkana 
exceptas laborers. In addition, no Palestinian 
faculty will be teaching at the campus and 
instruction will be in Hebrew and English but 
not Arabic. No Palcstinians have been con- 
sulted by UNH on the plan. A protest of the 
campus by the Amcrican-Arab Anti-Dis- 
crimination Commiltee has been joined by 
the Palestine Affairs Center, the Episcopal 
Church and several American Jewish peace 
groups. The comparatively moderate Isracli 
Minister of Education, Shulamit Aloni, wrote 
to UNH President DeNardis in protest of the 
opening of the campus but she has not over- 
turncd the decision of the previous Minister 
of Education to allow it. Letters to DeNardis 
can be addressed to: 

Mr. Lawrence J. DeNardis 

University of New Haven 

300 Orange Avenue 

West Haven, CT 06516 


(American-Arab Anti-Discrimination 
Committee Times, Activists Mailing List, ]- 
13-93) 
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Most of you have probably heard of the 
danger that Colorado’s gay, lesbian and bisexual 
community is facing with Amendment 2. But 
you may not know just who the people are that 
put that amendment on the ballot, and what 
sort of crap theyre printing about gays, lesbians 
and bis. The letter on the facing page was 
written by a preacher who wants conservative 
Californians to attempt some of the same re- 

ressive measures that succeeded in Colorado. 

he right sees this as a success and will use it 
nationwide as the basis for future legislative 
attempts against lesbian/gay/bi freedoms. Even 
though the referendum measure in Oregon 
failed, it will be attempted again, modeled 
after the language of Colorado's Amendment 
2. We shouldn’t make the mistake of thinking 
this is just Colorado’s struggle. Note the ref- 
erences to the Northampton lesbian community 
in the letter from Rev. Sheldon and remember 
that not all parts of Massachusetts are as safe as 
downtown Noho. The people who would like 
to see us legally disappeared live very close to 
us. 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY 


HOME PHONE 


Q | am arepresentative of (ORGANIZATION NAMB): 


| want to contribute to CLIP: @$250 Q$100 O$50 0$25 O Other $ 
(MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO COLORADO LEGAL INITIATIVES PROJECT AND MAIL TOCLIP.) 
. ility. 


“Tax exempt stats being applied for. Please consult your accountant regarding tax deducral 


Colorado's 
Va Amendment 2 


The Colorado Attomey General’s staff 
appealed a Denver judge’s decision to grant a 
preliminary injunction against Amendment 2, 
the new stateconstitutional provision that would 
erase laws protecting gays, lesbians and bisexuals 
from discrimination. Amendment 2, which was 
to have taken effect the week of January 10, was 
putonholdby Denver District JudgeJeff Bayless. 
He found a reasonable probability that the law 
will be ruled unconstitutional when its merits 
are considered at trial. 

Solicitor General Tim Tymkovich said 
Judge Bayless sidestepped a key state argument 
in his ruling, giving state lawyers hopes of 
prevailing on appeal. Specifically, he said, the 
State presented compelling evidence that gays 
should not be treated as a protected class of 
people. Tymkovich pointed outthat homosexuals 
havenever been recognized bythe U.S. Supreme 
Court, federal appellate courts or Congress as a 
group that deserves heightened protection from 
discrimination. “They (gays and lesbians) are 
not a suspect class,” said Tymkovich. “There 
are only a few groups that have been able to 
achieve that status.” Federal law currently out- 
laws discrimination on the basis of race, national 
origin, religion, gender, age and handicap. 

Because of Bayless’ ruling, gay rights 
laws in Aspen, Denver and Boulder remain in 
effect. Amendment 2, approved by 63 percentof 
Colorado voters inthe Novemberelection, would 
repeal those laws. In addition, the amendment 
would prohibit the state or other Colorado cities 
from passing laws to protect gays from discrimi- 


Fighting for Yow Ciwl Rights 


The battle to overturn Amendment 2 has just begun, and we need your help. First, it's 
up to all of us to educate those around us - family, friends, and co-workers - to what 
Amendment 2 really means. 


Second, we need your contribution to help in the legal fight ahead. Please give 
generously so that our civil rights in Colorado may be restored! 
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nation. Bayless ruled that, through Amendment 
2, the state appears to sanction “private biases” 
against gays, lesbians and bisexuals. He said it 
would do so by not allowing homosexuals ay. 
enues of redress and complaint through norma] 
channels, including the courts, when they became 
targets of bigotry in housing, employment and 
public accommodations. State lawyers coun. 
tered that the state’s position mirrors the federal] 
government's decision not to grant gays pro- 
tected status. 

Bayless told state lawyers they can only 
win at trial by showing a “substantial and 
compelling governmental interest” for Amend- 
ment 2 to exist, and said that Colorado’s ho- 
mosexuals showed an urgent necessity for him 
to stop the amendment from going into effect, 


* He said it would place them in danger of “real, 


immediate and irreparable injury.” 

Amendment 2 was placed on the ballot by 
a right-wing group called Colorado for Family 
Values, which gathered more than 50,000 voter 
signatures. Members of the Colorado Springs- 
based group campaigned publicly on the theme 
that gays want “special rights.” The cities of 
Aspen, Boulder and Denver joined the Colorado 
Legal Initiatives Project (CLIP) in seeking the 
injunction to stop Amendment 2 from taking 
effect. Those cities, which have gay rights laws, 
and CLIP argued that Colorado for Family 
Values was mean-spirited, even embracing Nazi- 
like tactics in their campaign. 

(from the Denver Post, 1/17) 
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Traditional Values 


November 20,1992 
Dear Friend of TVC: 


Jam writing to share with you what Ihave only sharedin private with other state and national 
pro-family leaders. And I am asking you to prayerfully consider supporting a statewide ballot 
proposition on the heterosexual ethic, 

However, allow me to briefly state my deep sorrow and note our tremendous loss with the 
defeat of President Bush. I believe the election humg on the economy and the president's perceived 
lack of vigor for domestic economic changes. 

For many years my heart has been greatly burdened. Particularly, this election year we have 
witnessed a serious and radical atack against the Judeo-Christian ethic by the homosexual lobby 
and therr liberal friends. They have a twisted version of morality that does not represent the beliefs 
of the general population. 

These ‘social engineers’ use their campaign contributions and influence with school boards, 
city councils, state legislatures, U.S. Congress and in government bureaucracies to slowly 
implement radical ideas that are damaging to God and country. 

They have taken God's gift of man and women (the heterosexual cthic) and twisted it to 
promote homosexuality as a viable life alternative in society. Help me re-capture our heritage. 

Hollywood and the evening news docs everything they can to attack traditional family 
values. Two weeks ago, Barbara Waliers commented on a special report on lesbianism for ABC’s 
20/20. As usual it was very biased. At the end of the show Barbara Walters blamed bigotry as the 
biggest problem lesbians face. 

What Ms. Walters really said is that we are all the problem. She calls evil good and good evil. 
T refuse to submit to this thinly veiled attack upon the heterosexual ethic which is ordained by God. 

Ihave privately recommended to fellow pro-family leaders, and they agree, that unless we 
bring winnable pro-family issues to the voters for a direct vote, we will allow the liberal secular 
humanists to chip away at America’s Judeo-Christian consensus. 


IF WE ABDICATE OUR RIGHT, AUTHORITY AND POWER TO 
RESPOND TO THE GROWING ATTACK UPON THIS NATION, 
WE WILL ONLY BE ASKING FOR MORE OF THE SAME FROM 
THE RADICAL SECULAR HUMANISTS. 


Inareasonable manner we have to launch a positive policy initiative that will send amessage 
that grassroots Americans support traditional family values. In the war for the heart and mind of 
America this will be a crucial battle. 


190 S. Anaheim Blvd. Suite 350. Anaheim, CA 


is a foundation of our society. 

This is an attack upon the family. America can not exist without strong families. 

Over the last two years in Sacramento the homosexual lobby has worked overtime to put 
pro-homosexual propoganda into the Health Framework that publishers use to write K-12 Health 
Textbooks. We have to stop this assault gainst our children. With your help, we have been able 
to remove much of the objectionable material, but the final outcome will not come until January, 

1993. 

The point, however, is that the homosexual lobby is not going away and continues to grow 
stronger. We have to address this growing problem with prayers, strength and wisdom. 

We need your help. We are forming a broad-based coalition of churches, businesses, 
consumers, taxpayers, pro-family groups and others to puta pro-family statewide ballotmeasure 
before California voters to address these issues. The effort to qualify this ballot measure will be 
inclusive of all organizations and individuals. That is why we are workimg with all friendly 
organizations to form a united coalition of activists. 

Here at the Traditional Values Coalition we monitor with increasing concern the growing 
attacks upon the religious liberties and moral values in our country. 

In 1989, TVC was the architect and the sponsor of legislation in Sacramento to require 
the teaching of abstinence in public schools. The ACLU strongly opposed this legislation and 
argued that it was unconstitutional. Why? Their twisted argument was that abstinence is a part 
of religious beliefs and therfore it would violate the First Amendment to teach abstinence in 
public schools. 

‘These anti-democratic activilies are not asingle aberration by some crazy left wing kooks. 
It is a campaign by the liberal elite in this country to make Christians second-class citizens. 

I can not overstate the enormity of the threat these anti-family movements pose to 
individual religious liberties, children, family and the Church. Over the Jast two decades the 
homosexual lobby and their Jiberal friends have slowly chipped away at the moral fabric of this 


country. And we must respond with a positive intiative. 

That’s why I am convinced that the preservation of traditional family values can not be 
left to the politicians or the judges. We must work to preserve our heritage by incorporating 
simple fundamental beliefs into the state constitution. This is not an answer for all of our 
problems, but a step in the right direction. 

Imagine the message we will send when we have a united coalition of these good 
organizations and churches working together. Of course, even as we pursue this ballot measure, 
we must continue our efforts to educate churches and concemed Americans and oppose the 
ongoing activity by the liberal-left. 

That’s why it’s important for you and every member of TVC who shares our concern for 
this nation to join me in protecting our God-given liberties. . . by sending a generous gift to help 
us place into the state constitution rights we have taken for granted. 

Specifically, we need your help now as we begin to organize and build aconsensus among 
the broad based coalition of churches, businesses, consumers, taxpayers, pro-family groups and 
others. 
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To take back our culture and the nation’s Judeo-Christian ethic we have to start simple 
and work in increments. That means addressing important issues that are under attack by the 
liberal left, yet have the strong support of the general population. It would be unwise to present 
an issue with too much controversy to the voters on a statewide ballot proposition. 

Three major areas of vital importance need to be addressed at this ime in a statewide 
ballot proposition. 


** the agenda by the homosexual community to legalize same sex 
marriages 

** the promotion of homosexuality in public schools 

** complete exemption for religious institutions from homosexual 

“special rights” laws 


Here in Califomia, Assemblyman John Burton (D-S.F.) introduced AB 1-67, which 
would have replaced the existing definition of marriage, which is between “man and woman,” 
with the phrase “two persons.” Curently, Hawaii's Supreme Court and the Washington D.C. 
Superior Court are considering granting marriage rights to same-sex couples. 

Itis reasonable that the homosexuals will again try to have the legislature legalize same- 
sex marriage. That is why we need to put into the slate constitution that mariage is between a 
man and a woman. If it is in the state Constitution the legislature can not pass a new law trying 
to legalize same-sex marriages. 

Under the auspices of the public education system, schools are promoting homosexuality 
to youth. For example, USA Today reported that New York City schools use books called 
Heather Has Two Mommies and Daddy's Roommate in elementary age classrooms; the Los 
Angeles Unified School District declared the month of June “Gay and Lesbian Pride Month”; 
and schools in many parts of California now have programs to recruit troubled students into 
homosexuality. 

The following are excerpts from the book Heather Has Two Mommies. This bookis being 
given to elementary age children. (If you want copies of this reading book, please contact my 
Anaheim office.) 


A long time ago, before Heather was born, Mama Jane and Mama Kate 
were very good friends. .. Kate and Jane realized that they were very 
much in love with each other. They decided they wanted Io live together 
and be afamily together... Kate and Jane wanted to have a baby... Kate 
and Jane went to see a special doctor together. After the doctor 
examined Jane to make sure that she was healthy, she pul some sperm 
into Jane’s vagina. (Page 2-8) 


If we don’t get with it, itis all over. A basic staple of our society is a mother and a father 
in the context of mutual monogamous heterosexual marriage._A generation of the above type 
of indoctrination will circumvent the mother and father as the foundation of the family, which 
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We need resources to organize and hold meetings in various regions of the state. We are 
preparing materials and videos for churches and groups that need information to better support this 
issue. 

Together, you andI and multiplied thousands can work together for these three statewide policy 
initiatives. 

Do you want to: 


Protect the marriage laws? 

Stop the promotion of homosexuality in the public schools? 

Grant complete exemption for religious institutions from homosexual 
“special rights” laws? 


Tf you agree with me that these issues are important enough to take a stand then please use the 
enclosed card and return envelope to tell me that you will support this effort. 

While on November 3, 1992 pro-family activists won a measure prohibiting homosexual 
special rights in Colorado, there is no guarantee that a campaign such as this one will succeed. But the 
greatest danger is not doing anything at all. Putting our heads in the sand or wishing things will get 
better by throwing pennies in a well is not the answer. 

The other side has launched a cultural war against us. We must respond. Please join me in this 
campaign to seize the initiative. 


The hour is very late. The radical homosexuals are on the march and have spent years 
mobilizing. We must mobilize too, and now. 

I am travelling throughout the state meeting leaders to discuss this needed initiative on the 
heterosexual ethic. 

Please let me hear from you today. 

Sincerely, 


Rev, Louis P.Sheldon 
Chairman 
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Continued from page 1 


acknowledged by faculty, administration and 
students associated with he program. Over 
the last two years, different groups of women 
connected to WOST have tenaciously orga- 
nized for changes in the department. These 
groups include African, Latina, Asian and 
Native American (ALANA) students, fac- 
ulty, and staff, Euro-american undergraduate 
Students, and a multi-racial collective of 
graduate TAs/Instructors. Women in these 
groups have been calling for structuralchanges 
in the program so that there tnuly is inclusion 
of multiple perspectives and teaching per- 
sonnel and staff in WOST. It is significant 
that not a single one of these activists is 
currently involved in committee discussions, 
since the responses of those women in charge 
have indicated no desire to fundamentally 
restructure the program and share power and 
decision making. Fora program the preaches/ 
teaches about “empowering women students 
to be agents for change,” this fact is pro- 
foundly disturbing. 

ALANA members and Euro-american 
undergraduate women associated with 
Women’s Studies assumed Jeadership roles 
in protesting racist/clitist practices in the pro- 
gram. They organized and held forums for 
WOST students, faculty and staff around 
these specific problems. Following the fo- 
tums, eleven ALANA women wrote a letter 
to WOST faculty acknowledging the im- 
provements, butrecognizing that the “depart- 
ment as a whole does not provide a comfort- 
able and encouraging environment (on a 
personal and intellectual level) for ALANA 
Students and faculty.” The letter proposed 
“two concrete measures”: 


J. Women's Studies needs to ensure 
that addressing racism and Eurocentrism is 
an ongoing process. One way in which this 
practice can be institutionalized is by having 
more ALANA women for all types of positions 
(fullipart time, faculty, work/study) that be- 
come available. Furthermore, every effort 
Should be bade to ensure that students of 
color be involved in every aspect of the firing 
process. 

2. Women’s Studies ought to support 
the idea of students creating and (team) 
teaching colloquia. This would enable women 
of color to do consciousness-raising as well 
as teach, and learn from one another. Having 
student-led colloquia would also support the 
idea bought up by some of the European 
American students about teaching acollog to 
deal with issues of exclusion. Furthermore, it 
would encourage students to take an active 
role in their education while learning useful 
Skills. Atthe same time, however, these collogs 
ought not to carry the entire burden of mak- 
ing up for the deficiencies of the program. 


The ALANA members requested that 
WOST place an unedited copy of their letter 
in the next newsletter so that all those associ- 
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ated with the program could engage in a 
dialogue and find creative ways of address- 
ing the issue of racism/elitism in the program. 
Discussion in committee mectings, instead of 
seriously reevaluating the program, focused 
on whether or not the letter should be pub- 
lished in the WOST newsletter. The majority 
of faculty and staff agreed that the letter 
would be bad publicity for WOST. Finally, a 
year later, the ALANA letter appeared in the 
Fall 1992 WOST newsletter. By this time the 
ALANA students who had signed the letter 
were no longer actively involved with the 
department. 

Euro-american undergraduate women 
also organized and proposed recommenda- 
tions to the WOST faculty and staff In their 
Spring 1991 letter, they specifically chal- 
lenged faculty to demonstrate an active 
commitment to bringing about changes in the 
department by also attending the forums or- 
ganized by students. They stressed the need 
for white faculty to join white students in 
better understanding how “our white identi- 
ties Iet us perpetuate the racism and other 
oppressions that exist in society and in our 
program.” 

The initial work and recommendations 
by ALANA and Euro-american undergradu- 
ate women in calling forattitudinal and struc- 
tural changes in the Women’s Studies program 
were kept alive in the Fall 1991 semester. For 
the first time ever, the program hired three 
women of color teaching assistants to lead 
discussion sections inthe introductory course, 
WOST 187. Seven graduate Instructor/TAs 
worked together throughout the semester asa 
multi-racial group of women committed to 
restructuring the program to reflect diversity. 
TAs of color served on several WOST com- 
mittees as graduate student/TA representa- 
tives. Thus women of color/"lower ranking” 
Students were given some degree of structural 
power in WOST program planning and deci- 
sion making. 

The collective work of the TA/In- 
structor members in the Fall 1991 semester 
resulted in the program offering two courses 
on Indigenous perspectives to be taught by 
two Indigenous women, Dr. Deirdre Almcida 
and Dr. Donna Goodleaf. A course team- 
taught by Jeanine Maland, Shanta Rao, and 
Donna Goodleaf was specially designed by 
collective members along the guidelines of 
the ALANA letter. In the Spring 1992 se- 
mester this innovative course offered students 
anon-eurocentric understanding of women’s 
liberation struggles and visions for libera- 
tion. Itshould be noted that without the initial 
demand of ALANA and undergraduate stu- 
dents, the initial demands of ALANA and 
undergraduate students, and the concerted 
efforts of the TA/Instructor group working 
collectively to institute those demands, these 
changes in the program would not have come 
through. Memos and letters in the WOST 
files document the reluctance on the part of 
many faculty members to support these types 
of curriculum changes. 
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A moment of possibility presented it- 
self in December 1991. Professors Jan 
Raymond and Joy James were appo bntedies 
the new Acting Co-Chairs of Women’s 
Studies for the Spring 1992 semester. The 
undergraduate representatives and the mem- 
bers of the graduate TA/Instructor collective 
viewed this appointment as a creative Step 
toward restructuring the existing WOST 
program into a truly multicultural one. In our 
opinion, the Co-Chairs demonstrated an at- 
titude of respect toward one another and a 
willingness to work in a less hierarchical and 
more cooperative and imaginative spirit with 
members from the various constituencies of 
the program. Under their leadership, a newly 
constituted governing group, the Working 
Policy Group was formed. This group con- 
sisted of representatives from core and as- 
sociate faculty, TAs, undergraduates and staff. 

However, what some of us perceived 
as amoment of possibility was perceived by 
others as a moment of threat. Over the sum- 
mer, when the “less equal members” of the 
WOST constituencies, i.e. graduate TA;s, 
visiting instructors, and undergraduate stu- 
dents were not around, the informal WOST 
administrative/faculty/staff network was fully 
activated. The newly created governing ex- 
ecutive committee, consisting of WOST core 
faculty and five adjunct faculty (based in 
other departments), was going to decide ex- 
actly how other TA;s undergraduate students 
and visiting/part-time faculty, were to par- 
ticipate in determining the future direction of 
the program. A new Acting Directorof WOST 
was appointed; several faculty withdrew their 
earlier expressed formal support for the Spe- 
cial Opportunity line for a Native American 
scholar. The “problems” in the Women’s 
Studies program were redefined and the task 
of transforming the eurocentric curriculum 
became the task of reforming the WOST 
curriculum. The focus shifted from institu- 
tional racism and elitism in the program to a 
discussion of certain “problematic” women 
in the program who were “out of control,” 
had a chip on their shoulder, were instigators 
and bad influences onundergraduate students. 
A group of undergraduate students intent on 
addressing the issue of institutional racism/ 
elitism in the program had contacted faculty 
and Dean Edwards during the summer. The 
valid criticism and suggestions made by these 
students were dismissed as arrogant, disre- 
spectful and unconstructive. Various faculty 
members informed graduate TAs and under- 
graduate students that they did not under- 
stand the rules of the game and that if they 
continued to be trouble makers, the whole 
Women’s Studies program would fall apart. 

At the first official meeting of Septem- 
ber 8, 1992, core and adjunct faculty mem- 
bers of the Women’s Studies program stated 
that the main duty of the Executive Commit- 
tee was too revise the curriculum. They also 
formed a Personnel committee and a Search 
committee to recommend a Native American 
faculty member for the Special Opportunity 
line. At this Meeting, faculty voted to include 
a WOST staff representative and two under- 
graduate representatives on the Executive 
Committee. They also voted by a majority to 
deny graduate studentiTA representation on 
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the executive committee. This vote was un- 
precedented; graduate TA;s have served ona 
range of program committees since WOST 
hired teaching assistants to work for the in- 
structor lecturing the large introductory 
WOST 187 course. The graduate TAs are 
from other departments since there is no 
graduate Women’s Studies program at 
UMass/Amherst. 

Professors Jan Raymond andJoy James 
were the only faculty members who immedi- 
ately spoke against the vote and in support of 
graduate TA representation. Both questioned 
the validity of an excculive committee that 
excluded representation from the graduate 
TA constituency. Graduate TAs and visiting 
lecturers were notconsulted before sucha vote 
was taken, and the process used by faculty to 
legitimize the structural exclusion of gradu- 
ate students is, in our view, undemocratic, 
We asked the Executive Committee to ex- 
plain tous the rationale for this procedure and 
we were told that for the sake of efficiency the 
faculty and staff on the Executive Committee 
decided not to include a number of groups 
associated with the program. In light of the 
work initiated by gratluate student TA/In- 
structors in bringing diversity to the WOST 
program, the rationale and actions of the 
faculty and staff this semester scem indefen- 
sible. 

Currently, five out of six graduate TAs 
are women of color; both the visiting lecturers 
teaching in the program are women of color, 
This semester the WOST program has 
marginalized its teaching members of color 
by confining their representaion to the lowest 
paid and lowest status positions, Through the 
creation of committees (that make decisions 
about future hiring, course curriculum and 
other important matters) that exclude the 
presence and voices of these women of color, 
the WOST program effectively severs every 
possibility of treating our concerns seriously, 

The critical perspectives of Indigenous 
women should be considered essential to any 
attemptto “restructure” the program and move 
it away from its Euro/Euroamerican focus. 
Yet, Executive Committee members this se- 
mester have not thought it crucial to included 
Dr. Almeida and Dr. Goodleaf in their bi- 
monthly discussions on curricular reform. 

Why does a program—especially one 
that states its commitment to working to- 
wards multiculturalism—continue to exclude 
and to drive away the majority of women of 
color working in the program itself? Those 
women who have provided leadership, 
feedback and concrete ideas for structural 
change in WOST are now excluded from and 
marginalized by official discussions on cur- 
riculum revision. 

By the middle of October 1992, Dr. 
Goodleaf withdrew her candidacy for the 
Special Opportunity line in Women’s Stud- 
ies. A faculty member resigned from her 
position as Co-Chair of the Search Commit- 
tee, as did the graduate and undergraduate 
representatives. We have been witnessing 
continuous stonewalling and blocking—by 
the overwhelming majority of WOST core 
and adjunct faculty—of innovative anti-rac- 
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106 N. Pleasant Street 
Amherst, MA. 01002 
Tel. (413) 253-5432 


Assopted - 10% eff of hardcovers 


Valley Women’s Voice/February 1993 7 


The Clinton Administration and 
the Welfare of Children 


by the Body Memories Collective 


On November 3rd, 1992, the United 
States of Amerika clected a new president 
and ended the twelve-year Reagan-Bush cra. 
Many have seen the election as a sign of a 
new era of change—a breath of hope after 
twelve years of despair. Buthow muchchange 
can we really expect from the Clinton admin- 
jstration? And what will the new adminis- 
tration mean for children in this country and 
around the world? 

Make no mistake—we are glad to see 
Bush out. The Reagan-Bush era has been 
twelve years of a rising tide of right wing 
fascism. Ending this era will mean that the 
right-wing of the republican party and the 
Christian right will have less access to the 
government and that the assault on children’s 
rights in the name of family values won’t 
have quite the virulence. It will most likely 
aiso mean that the right to abortion will be at 
leastnominally safeguarded for the next four 
years. 

But Clinton can hardly be called a 
progressive, or even a liberal for that matter. 
While he has taken some liberal positions 
and tossed a populist line, his overall mes- 
sage has been targeted at a moderate middle- 
class stinging from the effects of the current 
recession. Clinton jumped right onto the 
bandwagon of blaming welfare mothers and 
poor people for the problems of this country. 
He is a staunch supporter of the death penalty 
(to the point that he interrupted his campaign 
to witness an execution) and has already 
promised to escalate the war on drugs (i.e., 
the killing of young Black and Latino men by 
police) by putting a hundred thousand more 
police onthe street. He has already stated that 
there will be no difference between his for- 
cign policy and George Bush’s. 

For children, this adds up to the same 
old shit, except for one thing—Hillary 
Clinton, the “First-Lady” to be, has been a 
defender of children’s rights in the past, and 
has stood by this position in the face of a 
severe round of mudslinging from the right. 

Whether this support for the rights of 
children will translate into any positive change 
is hard to say. Though Hillary Clinton is a 
supporter of children’s rights, she can hardly 
be called a crusader for them. 

Even if there are positive changes 
wrought by the Clinton administration as a 
result of Hillary’s work, itis another question 
entirely of how deep they would go. Cer- 
tainly, child protective legislation could do a 
lot to protect the rights and prevent the physi- 
cal and sexual abuse of many children. But if 
children are still starving because their moth- 
ers’ AFDC* has been cut, then legislation 
protecting their right to be free from abuse is 
meaningless. If teens are still being locked up 
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for using drugs, rather than being offered 
treatment, then teen’s rights are meaningless. 
Legislation for children’s rights in our cur- 
rent society would only help a small portion 
of abused kids. Poor kids, and children of 
color would not have access to the parts of the 
law that protect them. Poor people in this 
country have never had the protection of the 
law—thcy have only been the victims of its 
violence. This is not likely to change when 
child protection combines with the law-and- 
order climate of the Clinton campaign. 
When it comes to housing, healthcare, 
transportation, education, etc.,Clinton’s plans 
don’t sound that hot His plans for creating 
jobs are largely the same trickle-down “help 
the richand the rich will help you.” His health 
care plans are to require companics to supply 
healthcare for all their regular employces, 


leaving a workforce that is increasingly part- 
time and temporary. It also leaves children 
dependent upon their families for healthcare, 
and leaves most poor people entirely without. 
We can expect a little more funding for 
schools, for social programs, for public trans- 
portation, but not enough to change things. 
Structurally, things will remain very much 
the same, or even get worse. 

The Clinton administration (dare we 
say the Clinton era?) is very likely to drive an 
even greater wedge between the middle class 
and the poor. 

Movements around the issues of pro- 
choice, lesbian/gay rights, AIDS, and even 
children’s rights have been split between 
those who are more interested in access to 
government and those who want radical 
change. 

With a government more sympathetic 
to the white, liberal, middle-class segments 
of these movements, there will be more of a 
tendency for those segments of the move- 
ment to hold on to the access that they have 
more tightly and exclude anyone who wants 
greater change. Already this is happening in 
the AIDS activist movement where white 
male AIDS activists who fought their way 
into many of the decision-making bodies for 
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AIDS treatment and policies have tumed 
around and closed the doors on their fellow 
activists. 

Children’s rights and the movement 
against child abuse has the same potential. 
Liberal children’s rights reformers who gain 
considerable more access to the government 
as a result of Hillary Clinton could turn it 
against communities of color who are trying 
to end the police violence directed against 
them. Adults have often claimed they were 
protecting children by repressing and op- 
pressing other groups; from the persecution 
of Jews to “protect the children of Europe” in 
the 1500’s to claiming that lesbian and gay 
rights leads to child molestation in 1992 [see 
page 5 of this issue}. In a climate of increas- 
ingly anti-woman and anti-poor atlacks, child 
“protection” could become quite frightening. 

Globally the situation looks even more 
bleak. With Clinton promising to continue 
Bush’s foreign policy of support for right- 
wing dictators and bombing anyone who 
crosses the US, we can expect more children 
tocontinue to die throughout the “third world.” 
We can expect more children to starve in 
resource-rich countries because of Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) austerity pro- 
grams, and more movements of resistance to 
get squashed as “terrorists.” 

The most important thing that 
movement against the abuse of children must 
remember is thatchange will only come when 
we go to the root of the problem. We cannot 
be satisfied if the government throws us a 
bone that will positively impact the lives of 
some children, but not seek /iberation of all 
children. The liberation of all children is our 

goal. We cannot expect Clinton to give us 
that-his interest and the interests of the state 
are opposed to the liberation of anyone. Of 
course, the Clinton administration will offer 
new opportunities for change, and we have to 


take advantage of every chance we get; but. 


we cannot let the short view overtake the long 
view. Bill Clinton is not our friend. 

Wecannotexpect the state toend child 
abuse-its very existence is dependant upon 
abuse. It was bom in the blood of genocide, 
raised on the flesh of slavery. 

We cannot expect the state to end 
abuse, but we may be able to force it. 


* Aid to Families with Dependent Chil- 
dren 
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forum for political discussion andanalysis of 
childhood sexual abuse. It is produced quar- 
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ist and anti-classist proposals for too long. 

We are mindful that attitudinal and 
institutionalized racism, imperialism, sex- 
ism, and economic oppression are interwoven 
ideologies and structures upon which this 
university and the entire U.S. social system 
are founded. Given this, it is crucial that a 
program suchas Women’s Studies rigorously 
examine its perpetuation of such violence. 
Women’s Studies mustengage in the business 
of “defining and seeking a world in which we 
all flourish”(Audre Lorde). The enlighten- 
ment and hope that the program brings to 
some cannot be justified as long as it is 
accomplished al the expense of many other 
women. 

We think of the “call to consciousness” 
(Akwesasne Notes) to which Dr. Goodleaf 
and many other Indigenous people world- 
wide are trying to awaken us: a knowledge 
that conquering (power-over) relations with 
other peoples and the natural world is not 
sustainable. We think about this fact and its 
implication for our inter-personal relation- 
ships, our national and global social relations, 
ourlocal departmental/University structures, 
and its policies, curriculum and practices. 
What could it mean if white people saw 
themselves as part of the world, not as the 
world? What could it mean if more women 
and men dared to imagine and scek a world 
order that is based on shared structural power 
relations? And what could we create if many 
of us refused to be silenced? 

The Women’s Studies racist practices 
of tokenizing women of color, the elitist 
politics of exploiting and marginalizing its 
teaching assistants,instructors, and visiting 
lecturers, and the repressive attempts to si- 
lence the most publically outspoken voices in 
the program reveal the kind of politics that 
can never bring about genuine change. We 
are grateful to our good friend and colleague, 
Dr. Goodleaf, for her principled actions. Sus- 
tained by her people’s world view, traditions, 
and struggles for liberation, Dr. Goodlcaf has 
shown integrity and strength of character. 
Despite the climate of fear and intimidation 
in the Women’s Studies program, Dr. 
Goodleaf, ALANA members, individuals and 
groups from undergraduate and graduate/TA 
communities, and some faculty members have 
repeatedly offered analysis and voiced their 
dismay at the current slate of affairs. 

We acknowledge all these voices that 
refuse to ignore the way in which racial and 
class oppressive politics in WOST are trans- 
lated into practices and policies. We believe 
that personal honesty and integrity are essen- 
tial in creating real community, and for trans- 
forming ourselves and the world. 
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trolled behavior modification programs. In 
keeping with this approach, they had plans to 
work within public schools and within federal 
prisons, particularly focusing on thethen new 
prison facility in Buntner, North Carolina, 
which was going to be used specifically for 
behavior modification. Duc in large part to 
The Black Caucus and The Center for the 
Study of Psychiatry, as well as many other 
organizations and grass roots activism, all 
known funding was eventually cut for this 
iniiative, including the program at Buntner. 

Rather than address the effects and 
causes of the many forms of racism in this 
society, they responded predictably, by of- 
fering and enforcing more racism, in con- 
junction with an attitude of, “‘Let’s get them 
when they’re young.” 

So here we are, over 20 years later, 
faced with another altempt to institute these 
goals and methods. As Dr. Peter Breggin 
points out, “Before a policy of biomedical 
social control becomes feasible, the society 
must be faced with economic hardship and 
some degree of social disintegration.” In a 
Situation of increasing social crisis, the gov- 
ernment employs techniques like 
scapegoating in an attempt to maintain their 
control and manage the crisis. It is not co- 
incidental that the target population is again 
inner city Blacks and other people of color. In 
order to justify the use of the drastic measures 
that the NIMH has proposed, it is necessary 
that the group be demonized and feared. The 
media, in cahoots with the state, has once 
again, within the last few ycars, saturated the 
mainstream with threatening images of Af- 
rican-American men. 

Weare being asked toperceive violence 
according to the state’s definition. Instead of 
seeing the drugging, institutionalizing and 
programming of children as violence, we are 
asked to believe that these acts are done “in 
the child’s best interests.” We are asked to 
buy into these lies while knowing that these 
“protectors” are often the very same people 
who batter, rape and torture theirchildren and 
their wives. Instead of seeing poverty as 
violence perpetrated by the privileged against 
the poor, we are told that those who fight 
against and react to poverty are the perpe- 
trators. Instead of recognizing the police 
brutality against women and men in inner 
cities as violence in one of its rawest forms, 
we are told that those who resist and criticize 
police beatings are the perpetrators of vio- 
lence. This in analogous to the state’s treat- 
ment of children are left no option but to run 
away. Rather than deem the stnicture of the 
family and/or homelessness as oppressive, 
these children are depicted as a threat to the 
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family and as a security risk to socicty. 

The agents of the state stand logic on its 
head. They promote an inversion of the reality 
of power relations in this society, by de- 
manding that we hold responsible those who 
receive the blows of violence, and allow 
those who instigate and propagate violence to 
emergeas both heroes and victims. As always, 
this is closely followed by victim-blaming ° 
and the suppression of resistance movements. 

In order to understand the issues sur- 
rounding this initiative it is helpful to look at 
who is doing what and how certain people 
entered into particularly powerful positions. 
The major proponent of the initiative is Dr. 
Fred Goodwin. On February 11, 1992, as 
head of The Alcohol, Drug Abuseand Mental 
Health Administration(ADAMHA), he made 
comments which drew parallels between in- 
nercity males and Rhesus monkeys. Goodwin 
claimed, ata govemmentconference, that the 
use of the term “jungle” when referring to 
inner cities is not “just the careless use of the 
word,” but rather, a recognition of the “re- 
gression” in civilization that has occurred in 
the inner city. He sought to substantiate his 
claim by citing that Rhesus monkeys only 
want to kill each other, have sex, and repro- 
duce. 

The Congressional Black Caucus re- 
sponded immediately, demanding that 
Goodwin be relieved of his post. Instead, 
Goodwin was “demoted” to the Director of 
the National Institute of Mental Health 
(NIMH), a position at which , it turns out, he 

was slated to stay for nearly a year. This 
psychiatric organization is central inthe U.S. 
Government, and offers him a position with 
tremendous power. In Dendron, a paper put 
out by survivors of the psychiatric industry 
and their allies, Goodwin is described as a 
“vocal pro-electroshock, pro-drug company, 
anti-animal rights militant—the James Watt 
of psychiatry.” So one again, Peter Breggin 
and Ginger Ross-Breggin, along with the 
Black Caucus and many other organizations 
and activists, are pearing up to defeat this 
initiative as quickly as possible. 

The Violence Initiative is the number 
one initiative of the NIMH, according to 
Goodwin’s remarks at the conference. He 
claims that the most pressing problems in our 
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society right now are violence and drug usc. 
He insists that in order to address these con- 
cems they must be approached with a model 
that operates on an “individual vulnerability” 
premise. By this he means to emphasize an 
individual’s vulnerability tothe impulse to be 
violent, which he claims is “different than 
violence or aggressiveness as a construct.” 

It is worth mentioning that in his talk, 
he cites evidence of violence being passed 
down within the family, while quickly add- 
ing, “buthere you mun into the difficultproblem 
of teasing nature and nurture apart.” Clearly 
he is hesitant to hold men, in general, re- 
sponsible for violence within the family, 
wonder why—could it be because that would 
include white families?), but finds no incon- 
sistencies when applying the same formulato 
behavior among marginalized groups. 

By using a model of individual vul- 
nerability, he is attempting to mask his racist 
political intentions, while shifting the debate 
away from its appropriate place: namely, the 
real sources of inequity and suffering among 
those living in the inner cities and elsewhere. 
As Breggin writes, “It rationalizes social ills 
in biomedical terms that blame the victim.” 

In a pathetic attempt to conceal the 
racism behind the targeting of mainly Black 
and Latino adolescents in inner cities, 
Goodwin adjusted the target group in August 

1992, declaring that The Violence Initiative 
would begin with five year old children. To 
do this, they plan on working in conjunction 
with public schools, narrowing down the 
target population through testing, then start- 
ing them on prescriptive brain-damaging 
drugs that they would be required to take for 
the rest of their lives. What of the anti-drug 
war? It amounts to the government wanting 
to dictate and monitor which drugs are taken 
by whom, and not, as many sources would 
lead us to believe, to eradicate drugs or drug 
use (especially in view of the fact that this 
State is responsible for the drug shipments 
into this country anyway). 

AS a seperate project, the Department 
of Justice is now working on a “Weed and 
Seed” program, where again they direct at- 
tention at young innercity children, Currently, 
there are 4,000 children and youth in the U.S. 
who are involved in federally funded studies 
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ge of the effects on children? Any 
“specialist” you could possibly ask would 
substantiate the fact that the neurological 
development of children is nearly complete 
by the time they are around cight years old. 
Given that, how can we allow children to be 
on mind-altering, neurotransmitter sup- 
pressing drugs from the age of five? Indisput- 
ably, this will seriously impair their develop- 
ment. It is infuriating and seriously disturb- 
ing to see that this culture favors drugging 
children over educating them, that it chooses 
drugging children over protecting them, and 
that it permits and promotes financial gain 
from drugging children, while refusing to 
recognize THIS as violence. This socicty 
devalues and diminishes the lives of all chil- 
dren with very little accountability or remorse. 

Please get involved. At this point the 
initiative is directed at African-American 
children and other children of color, who are 
already much more likely to be forced by the 
State to take deadly brain-damaging drugs 
than are white children. It is only a matter of 
time before this initiative is expanded to 
include any marginalized group that the state 
perceives to be a threat. 

There is a lot going on in terms of 
fighting this initiative. For more information 
and for transcripts of meetings and the ini- 
tiative, you can write to The Center for the 
Study of Psychiatry, 4628 Chestnut St., 
Bethesda, MD 20814. They need money- 
small contributions are encouraged. Also, 
youcan write letters to support Congressman 
John Coyers at: Carol A. Bergman, Assoc. 
Counsel, U.S. House of Representatives, 
Committee on Government Affairs, 2157 
Rayburn House Office Bldg., DC 20515. He 
has been extremely vocal in demanding that 
Goodwin be removed from his position im- 
mediately and has been rallying a lot of 
support. The American Psychological Asso- 
ciation with 114,000 members,and the Na- 
tional Association of Social Workers with 
137,000 members are also fighting Goodwin 
and the initiative. 
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VOICES FROM THE GRAND 
CANYON: 
Rude Girls Column 
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rograms to support people with psychiatric 
disabiliues in whatever tasks they would like, 
These support services would be offered by 
other people with the disability. For example, 
3 person who needs help finding housing 
could come into the Institute office and get 
connected to someone clse who has already 
found housing and is willing to help with the 
process. 

We would like people who have used 
mental health services to add their input and 
support to the Institute. Although we are 
unfunded as of yet, we are already working 
towards our goals and welcome anyonc to get 
involved in whatever way she feels comfort- 
able. Ideally, a great deal of the work at the 
Institute will be done by peer support and 
group effort. It is the belief of this organiza- 
tion that psychiatrically disabled people can 
also provide mental health services, and that 
they have a special knowledge which makes 
it possible for them to provide even better, 
more respectful services than non-disabled 
professionals. 

If you would like to get involved as 
either a mental health consumer or as an ally, 
please call either Aileen Journey or Rebecca 
Macauley at the Institute for Consumer Power 
in Mental Health Management at (413) 584- 
1460. Our address is 441 Pleasant St., P.O. 
Box 598, Northampton, MA 01061. 


FOOTNOTES: 

(1) The “system” refers to the metal 
health system and the services it provides. 
Being “in the system” usually means that a 
person has been given a diagnosis by a pro- 
fessional and is receiving some kind of treat- 
ment such as counseling, medication and/or 
is involved in a structured program to help 
them in school or work. 


(2) Most of the medications altered my 
body in some way, usually not in the way I 
wanted. For example, the anti-psychotics 
made me sleepy, lithium gave me dry mouth 
ami the anti-depressants made me anxious. In 
addition to these bothersome side effects, 
most of them also have the possibility of 


dangerous problems—anti-psychotics can 


produce permanent muscular twitchesif taken © 


for along period of lime, and onc of the anti- 


convulsants dropped my white blood cell 
count to a dangerous low. 


(3) EEG - Electroencephalogram is a 
test which reads the electronic impulses of 
the brain and translates them into lines on 
Paper, much like a lie detector test. In order 
for this test to be performed, the patient has 
many electrodes stuck onto their head with a 
toothpaste-like substance, and is required to 
either sleep or lie down without moving for 
long periods of time. In addition, other elec- 
trodes are sometimes placed up the nose and 
in the sides of the head (with needles). This 
test only shows the person’s brain waves al 
the time it is done, so if abnormal activity 
does happen in a person’s brain, but not at the 
time of the test, it will not be recorded. 

CAT scan - This test takes pictures of 
cross-sections of the brain and records them 
on film in varying colors. To undergo this test 
a person lays down ona table and the table is 
moved through an x-ray machine. Both the 
CAT and the EEG are designed to detect 
neurological abnormalities. 
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by Miranda 


Happy New Year, all of you Rude 
Wimmin! And thanks for the letters thatkeep 
coming in. Expect your comics in the mail 
soon. Bernie and I have designed a Rude 
Girls business card which we will happily 
send to all contributors. So mail us a letter 
today! 


Dear Bernie and Miranda, 

My friend Polly (from England) and 
her friend were walking home from pub one 
night when a man leapt out in front of them 
and flashed! Polly took the opportunity to 
point and say in a voice as loud as she could, 
“That looks like a penis, only smaller.” She 
and her friend laughed long often he slunk 
away, embarrassed. 

Penny 


Do tell. An old standby that works 
effectively. Just tell a man that his penis is 
small and his feelings are hurt. Just think, if 


_ men didn’t have penises, no one could make 


fun of them. And then they couldn’t whine 
about “reverse sexism.” 


Dear Bernie & Miranda, 

It would be my pleasure to share with 
you my rude girl story. It happened in Austin, 
Texas but that should not stop anyone from 
being inspired. 

I was driving down a busy street when 
I noticed I was being followed by a man ina 
4X4 Blazer. He kept signaling to me, smiling 
and waving, in some feeble attempt to have 
me notice him and wave back. I thought to 
myself how outrageous this situation was! I 
should be able to drive down the street in the 


Every Time I Turn Around, My Paradigm Shifts 


excerpted from the short story by Karen Sbrockey 


“Is your head hurting?” Roger 
asked, bringing me back. It was always 
his first question, probably because it 
was the first thing my mother told him, 
about how Aunt Edna supposedly 
dropped me on my head when I was a 
baby, when she was watching Lettie and 
me while Mama went to the hospital “to 
finally have her baby boy.” The accident 
became Mama’s reason for everything 
that was wrong with me—collecting 
bugs, writing to the President to stop the 
war, refusing to marry my second cousin. 
The story came with me to Roger like a 
dowry. Lately, I’ve been laughing it off. 
(I'm convinced Aunt Edna dropped 


Lettie. She has always been so passive 
and quiet. No trouble at all, according to 
Mama. Brain dead, according to me.) 

This unnerves Roger. He has had to 
find a new reason for blame. He says it 
must be the eco-feminist group I joined. 
If I were a man, they'd say it’s a mid-life 
crisis. But women don’t even get that 
much fuss. We get “nervous breakdown,” 
and “change of life,” which means, “Go 
slink off somewhere and suffer in si- 
lence, please. Don’t burden or embarrass 
your family.” 

Men get to have “a crisis” which 
conjures up images of “Emergency! Do 
something quick!” People (usually 


women) snapping to, rushing around, 
mobilising life support systems. 

Roger said I never talked like this 
until I joined the eco-feminists. They just 
gave me the words, I say. The rest of it 
was already there. Besides, he knows I 
joined that group by accident, thinking it 
was for women who wanted to organize 
neighborhood recycling centers. I never 
wasa joiner. But these women werecom- 
fortable. Didn’t preen and show-off, 
trying to do one better than the next gal 
or up the ante for success. I ended up 
telling a few of them about what I was 
going through. They just nodded. One 
who always wears a hat said, “It’s a 


private space of my own car without being 
harassed! I kept ignoring him, getting an- 
grier and angrier, then the opportunity arose 
...A RED LIGHT! He stopped first in the 
neighboring lane, and slowly approaching, I 
made eye contactand could see alookof male 
pride; triumph on his face. As I rolied to a 
Stop next to his manly vehicle, I opened my 
Passenger-side window, smiled real nice- 
like, and said in my sweetest Texas Twang, 
“Suck My Dick!" 

Well, as you couldimagine, this gentle- 
man (NOT!) was stunned, speechless, and 
stupefied. As he tried to process this piece of 
information, the light had turned green andI 
sped away in complete joy and exhilaration! 

Yes- this was a most empowering expe- 
rience andl recommend it to youand all your 
friends! 

Powerful and Proud, M.E.V. 


Way tokeep him guessing, Tex - We’re 
proud of you, too. We've also received some 
Suggestions from a powerful Rude Queen 
who is 55, and whose courage we'd like to 
celebrate: 


Ifarapist has you pinned down, forget 
the law and just do. In a case when this 
happened to me after he covered my mouth 
with his hand, I bit him. He left suddenly. Be 
sure to get a good look at him, so you can 
describe him to the police and remember his 
face. 


Weapplaud your bravery. Fighting back 
is possible. There is much thathas been stolen 
from us. It is ridiculous for men to assume 
that we have forgotten or will forget what 
they have taken from us. We have every right 
and responsibility to fight back. Keep writ- 
ing, Rude Girls... 


paradigm shift. Your systems are chang- 
ing.” 

“Well, I don’t know if I can stand 
it,” Isaid. “I can’t keep track of thedamn 
thing. It seems to be shifting every time I 
turn around.” And then, of course, I 
started to cry. They just patted my arm 
and said, “Go with it, sister.” 


Karen Sbrockey lives in Colorado and 
is currently going through a mid-life crisis. | 
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Calendar 


February 4 


Lecture: Robin Ochs, co-founder of the 
Boston Bisexual Women’s Network and the 
East Coast Bisexual Network, will give a 
presentation on “Understanding Bisexuality: 
Beyond Stereotypes,” 4-6 pm, UMass Cam- 
pus Center 174. She will also give a work- 
shop entitled “Lesbian and Bisexual Women: 
A Dialogue,” for lesbian and bisexual women, 
7:30-9:30 pm, UMass Campus Center 165. 


February 5 

Brown Bag Lunch: Lesbian, Gay and Bi- 
sexual Studies Brown Bag Series. Ann 
Ferguson, Professor of Philosophy at UMass, 
will speak on “Homosexuality, 
Multiculturalism and the Academic Values 
Panic.” UMass Campus Center, 917, noon- 
1:30 pm. 


February 5, 6 

Theater: Miss Ida B. Wells, written by 
Endesha Ida Mae Holland. An encore pro- 
duction presented by New WORLD Theater. 
Expresses the power and courage of Ida B. 
Wells, African American journalist, suffrag- 
ist and militant civil rights activist. 8 pm, 
UMass Bowker Auditorium. $5; $3 for stu- 
dents and elders. FMI 545-1972. 


February 5,6,7 

Performance: Annie Sprinkle, who bills 
herself as a “pleasure artist,” is coming to 
Northampton with her autobiographical one- 
woman show, Post Post Porn Modernist. Sex 
is “her hobby, politic, spiritual discipline, 
expertise, main source of income, favorite 
subject matter in her work, foremost topic of 
thought and conversation and she believes 
the key to her great health and happiness. . . 
her performance is honest, explicit, and 
thought-provoking.” Northampton Center for 
the Arts (special show for women Saturday 
night), 8 pm. Tickets are available $10.50 
advance, $12.50 atthe door. 18 and over. Call 
586-7282 or 586-8251. 


February 7 

Café: Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual Café Se- 
ries. Folksinger Cathy Winter, who has been 
called “one of the most versatile, talented 
singer-songwriters on the national folk scene,” 
and comedians Edgar Macintosh and Tone 
Nunes. UMass Hampden Theater, SW, 7:30 
pm. $3 donation requested. 


February 8 

Open House: The Program for Gay Lesbian 
and Bisexual Concerns will host an open 
house at its office in Crampton House, SW 
from 4-6pm. All students, faculty and staff of 


the 5-colleges and members of the commu- 
nity are invited. 

Women and AIDS: A program on ‘Women 
and HIV/AIDS” will be presented in confer- 
ence Room A of the Cooley Dickinson 
Hospital, 7 pm. Women infected with HIV 
will discuss their experiences, and an epide- 
miological overview will be presented. 
Sponsored by the Hampshire County AIDS 
Task Force and the 
Western Massa- 
chusetts Women 
and AIDS Work 
Group. FMI call 
584-1313. 
Lecture: Re- 
becca Schneider, 
“The Explicit 
Body and Femi- 
nist Performance 
Art,” which takes 

a look at the “in 
your face” aes- 
thetic of perfor- 
mance artists. 
Smith College | 
Mendenhall Cen- 
ter for the Per- 
forming Arts, 
Green Room, 4-6 
pm. 

Lecture: Interna- 
tional Women’s 
Week Lecture: 
Faye Wattleton, 
president of 
Planned Parent- 
hood Federation 
of America. Smith 
College (location TBA), 8 pm. 


February 9 

Lecture: Eva Hooker, St. John’s University, 
will present a poetic rendering of the act of 
consolation entitded “Full Words, Full Si- 
lence.” Five College Women’s Studies Re- 
search Associates Spring Colloquium Series. 
Mt. Holyoke College Dickinson House Liv- 
ing Room, 7:30 pm. 


February 10 

Lecture: Wellsprings Spectrum: “Women’s 
Relationships in the ‘90s.” Four panelists 
discuss personal and professional insights 
into the joys and challenges of marriage, 
single life, lesbianism and inter-racial rela- 
tionships. Mt. Holyoke College New York 
Room, 7:30 pm. 

Lecture: International Women’s Week 
Lecture: Irene Natividad, adviser to Corazon 
Aquino, director of the 1992 Global Summit 


La Ofrenda (The Offering) 
by Ester Hernandez 


of Women and the Executive Director of the 
National Women’s Political Caucus. Smith 
College (location TBA), 8 pm. 
Open House: Anopen house tocelebrate the 
relocation of the Acupuncture and Chinese 
Herbal medicine practices of Linda Robinson- 
Hidas and Joanne Ehret, will be held 4:30- 
7:30, 53 Gothic Street, second floor, 
Northampton. Free information on acupunc- 
ture and Chinese herbal 
medicine will be dis- 
tributed, and practitio- 
ners will be available 
to answer questions. 


February 10-13 
Theater: Dialogue 
Between a Prostitute 
and Her Client, by 
Dacia Maraini; dir. 
Caty Carr. A provoca- 
tive drama; explicitand 
‘| attmes erotic conver- 
5]. sation between a pros- 
titute and her male 
client, exploring the 
laws of nature between 
men and women, and 
" examining our sexual 
roles and the connec- 
tions between sex and 
violence towards 
women, Note: the play 
contains nudity and 
sexually explicit dia- 
logue. Audience dis- 
cretion is recom- 
mended. Smith Col- 
lege, Mendenhall 
Center for the Performing Arts, 8 pm. Re- 
served seating $4 general; $2 students and 
seniors. Call 585-3220. 


February 11 

Lecture/Workshop: “Bonding and Bond- 
age,” with Donald West of the Regent Hos- 
pital in new York, focusing on family rela- 
tionships and coming out issues, UMass 
Campus Center 804-808, noon-1:30 pm. 
Panel: Rape Awareness Panel Discussion. 
Survivors, members of the Smith College 
Rape Awareness WorkshopGroupand Smith 
College security personnel present an infor- 
mative and personal panel discussion. Smith 
College Wright Hall Common Room, 3 pm. 


February 12, 13, 14 

Theater: “Loving, Losing, Laughing: 3 
Phases of Emotion,” a presentation by Shades 
of Expression of Mount Holyoke College, a 


multi-cultural performing arts group created 
to allow women of color to present their 
talents. Dance, theater, and vocal perfor- 
mances. Mount Holyoke College Chapin 
Auditorium, 8 pm. Matinee February 13 atz 


pm. 


February 13 
Dance: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual Concerns 


Dance.$4.UMass Campus Center Blue Wall, 
9 pm -2 am. 


February 14 

Concert: “Luscious Lavender Love Day 
Concert,” for Lesbians and their friends & 
allies, featuring the Pioneer Vailey’s own 
Sappho-nics, lesbian chorus, Justina Golden, 
music director in concert with Justina & 
Joyce. 2nd Congregational Church, Court 
Square at the Common (next to Town Hall), 
Greenfield, MA. Also featuring Wimmin’s 
Craft & Giftmarketand Stone Soup’s famous 
desserts. Tickets at World Eye Books in 
Greenfield, Lunaria and Pride’s in 
Northampton, Food for Thought in Amherst, 
and Boswell’s in Shelburne Falls. Admission 
$8 in advance, $10 at the door. FMI Cindy 
Green 253-3646 or Carol 773-5098. Hall and 
restrooms wheelchair accessible. Posted HP 
parking in lot at rear of ramped entrance to 
church. 


February 16 

Lecture: Patricia Chuchryk, University of 
Lethbridge, Canada, will give a talk entitled, 
“Dictatorship and Democracy: Social Change 
and Women’s Movements in chile,” which 
will look at the ways women transform tradi- 
tional political and social processes of par- 
ticipation. Five College Women’s Studies 
Research Associates Spring Colloquium Se- 
ries. Mt. Holyoke College Dickinson House 
Living Room, 7:30 pm. 


February 18 

Film: “Third World Women in Exile,” a two- 
part series. Each film explores exiles from 
one’s country of origin. “Sari Red, dir. 
Pratibha Parmar, “Nice Coloured Girls,” dir. 
Tracey Moffat, and “After the Earthquake,” 
dir. Lourdes Portillo. Discussion to follow. 
Amherst College Merrill II, 7:30 pm. 


February 19 

Brown Bag Lunch: Lesbian, Gay and Bi- 
sexual Studies Brown Bag Series. Djola 
Branner, Eric Gupton, and Brian Freeman, of 
the Pomo Afro Homos, will address “Who is 
we? Race, sexuality, identity, and culture.” 
UMass Campus Center 917, noon-1:30 pm. 
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Concert: Chaia Heller, Jewish lesbian poet, 
and songwriters Patty McGill, Jaime Morton, 
Anne Weiss and Dar Williams inan evening 
of original music and poetry. 8:30 pm, at the 
Bookmill in Montague Center, FMI call 
367-9206. 


February 19, 20 

Theater: The Pomo Afro Homos, three 
postmodern African American homosexual 
men from San Francisco, will present two 
plays focusing on the Black gay experience. 
They will present “Fierce Love” on Friday 
and “Dark Fruit” on Saturday. UMass 
Bowker Auditorium, 8 pm. Tickets $3 stu- 
dents; $5 others. 


February 21 

Music: The Story retums to the Valley with 
satire, pop tunes, social commentary, and 
ballads. Plus local acoustic heroines Justina 
andJoyce. Amherst College Campus Center 
Frontroom, 8 pm. Tickets at AC Campus 
Center, For The Record in Amherst and 
Northampton Box Office. $8, $2 Amherst 
College ID. 


February 23 

Lecture: Edna Zapanta-Manlapaz, Atenco 
de Manila University the Philippines, will 
give a talk entitled “Angela Gloria- 
Manalang: A Literary Biography,” examin- 
ing the life and feminist writings of one of 
the Philippines’ most important poets writ- 
ingin English. Five College Women’s Stud- 
iesResearch Associates Spring Colloquium 
Series. Mt. Holyoke College Dickinson 
House Living Room, 7:30 pm. 
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February 24 

Lecture: Cathy Mooney, “Dissonant Voices: 
Gendered Differences in the Portrayals of Clare 
of Assisi, Hildegard of Bingen and Angela of 
Foligno.” Smith College Neilson Library 
Browsing Room, 2:30 pm. Part of Women and 
Religion in the Middle Ages lecture series. 
Lecture: Katherine Gill, “Single Women in 
Rome: Widows, Concubines and Penitents,” 
Smith College Neilson Library Browsing 
Room, 8 pm. Part of Women and Religion in 
the Middle Ages Iecture series. 


February 25 

Lecture: “Where Do You Fitin the Puzzle of 
AIDS? What Women Need to Know Now,” 
with Julie Mencher, Mt. Holyoke College 
Health Services. Mt. Holyoke College 
Blanchard Campus Center, Room 207, 7:30 
pm. 

Film: “Third World Women in Exile,” second 


evening of a two-part series. Screening of ' 


“Two Lies,” dir. Pam Tom, ‘Justz,” dir. Hiroko 
Yamazaki, and “Unbidden Voices,” dir. Prajna 
Paramita Parasher and Deb Ellis. Amherst 
College Merrill II. 7:30 pm. 


February 26 

Brown Bag Lunch: Lesbian, Gay and Bi- 
sexual Studies Brown Bag Series. Julia 
Penelope, author of Call Me Lesbian: Lesbian 
Lives, Lesbian Theory, will discuss “Lesbian 
New-Rotics: Bogus or Breakthrough?” UMass 
Campus Center 917, noon-1:30 pm. 


February 26, 27 

Performance: Chris Cinque will present‘The 
Scrub,” the third part of her trilogy, Growing 
Up Queer in America, 8 pm, UMass Hampden 
Theater. Tickets $3 students; $5 others. 
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February 27 

Lecture: An Evening with Gloria Steinem— 
booksigning and informa! discussion of her 
latest book, Revolution from Within. Co- 
sponsored by the Five College Women’s 
Studies Research Center. Mt. Holyoke Col- 
lege Gamble Auditorium, 8 pm. 


March 1 

Lecture: Lynn Morgan, Mount Holyoke 
College, Anthropology, will speak on “When 
Does Life Begin?: The Social Construction 
of the Fetus in Ecuador and the United States.” 
Five College Women’s Studies Research 
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Center Works in Progress Series. Mt. Holyoke 
College, Dickinson House Living Room, 4:30 
pm. 


March 2 

Lecture: Gertrude Hughes, Wesleyan Uni- 
versity, will speak on “How Does a Poem 
Know?: Epistemological Reflections on 
Contemporary Poetry by Women.” Five Col- 
lege Women’s Studies Research Associates 
Spring Colloquium Series. Mt. Holyoke 
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Announcements 


UMass Conference: Empowering Women- 
Challenges and Prospects for the 21st Century. 
Keynote speaker is Angela Davis. Organized 
by students and open to all members of the 
community. Important: please pre-register 
by calling 545-4564 because of limited space 
availability. 9:30 am-5:30 pm with a closing 
reception. UMass Campus Center Audito- 
rium. February 27, 1993. 


March: Organizing for the April 25th, 1993 
March on Washington for Lesbian, Gay, and 
Bi Equal Rights and Libcration is going onall 
over New England. If you would like to help 
build for this historic event call (617) 983- 
9313 and you will be put in touch with orga- 
nizers in your area. Contact name: Celenia 
Toledo. Action Statement for the March: 
“The Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 
movement recognizes that our quest for so- 
cial justice links us fundamentally to the 
struggles against racism, sexism, class bias, 
economic injustice and religious intolerance. 
We must realize if one of us is oppressed, we 
are all oppressed. The diversity of our move- 
ment requires and compels us to stand in 
opposition to all forms of oppression that 
diminish the quality of life for all people. We 
will be vigilant in our determination to rid our 
movement.and our society of all forms of 
oppression and exploitation so that all of us 
can develop to our full human potential with- 
out regard to race, religion, sexual orienta- 
tion/identification, identity, gender and gen- 
der expression, ability, age, and/or class.” 
FMI on the Marchevents, on travel or accom- 
modations, or to send contributions, write 
P.O. Box 34607, Washington, DC 20043, or 
call 202-628-0493; TDD 202-628-0471. Lo- 
cal March on Washington Committee, March 
on Washington ‘93, Astor Station, P.O. Box 
734, Boston, MA 02123-0734, 617-983- 
9313. 


The Everywoman’s Center: The Resource/ 
Referral ProgramofEWC is seeking interns, 
volunteers, and work-study students to pro- 
vide information and referral services to 
women within the University and commu- 
nity; applications accepted until February 5; 
orientation begins February 8th; call 545- 
0883. The Counselor/Advocate Program at 
EWC is sponsoring a 10-week support group 
for adult survivors of rape; the group will 
focus on common issues facing survivors; 
meets on Wednesday nights 7-9 pm begin- 
ning February 24th; the group is free, confi- 
dential, and open to all community and 5- 
College women; all interested women need 
to meet for an interview before the group 
begins—FMI and to sign up for an interview, 
call 545-0800 by February 10. The Against 
Violence/Against Women Counselor!Advo- 
cate Program at the EWC invites you to 
participate in our training program. This 60- 
hour comprchensive overview of the issues 
and responses to violence against women is 
recommended for those interested in coun- 
seling and advocacy. Training will begin 
February 13 and end April 1; there will be a 
total of 15 sessions (weeknights and week- 
ends). FMI call 545-5835. The EWC is open 
Mon-Tues-Thurs-Fri from 9-4 and Wednoon 
to 4. All EWC services are available to all 
women free of charge. The EWC is located 
on the second floor of Wilder Hall at UMass. 
Phone 545-0883. 


Training: Necessities/Necesidades an- 
nounces its winter volunteer training, begin- 
ning February 23. If you are a woman who 
would like to offer battered women Crisis 


Intervention, Support, & Legal Advocacy or 
have an interest in Fundraising, Organization 
Development, or Administrative work, be- 
comea volunteer advocate ora member of the 
policy board at Necessities/Necesidades, the 


only organization in Hampshire County that - 


provides a 24-hour hotline and shelter to 
Battered Women. Free childcare is provided 
for the training. FMI call Sandy 586-1125 or 
write Necessities/Necesidades, 16 Armory 
Street, Northampton, MA 01060. Applica- 
tion deadline is February 15. 


Support Group: New England Learning 


Center for Women in Transition is sponsor-_’ 


ing a 10-week Support Group for Women 
Healing from Sexual Assault beginning March 
2, 1993. Group meetings will be held at the 
NELCWIT office at 25 Forest Avenue in 
Greenfield on Tuesday evenings, 6:30-8:30 
pm. FMI call NELCWIT at 1-772-0871. 


Gay & Lesbian Rights: Massachusetts Gay 
& Lesbian Political Caucus: On the 1993 
agenda are efforts on behalf of legislation for 
domestic partner benefits, Hate Crimes legis- 
lation, protection of HIV test confidentiality, 
adequate AIDS funding, and organizing in 
support of the Federal Gay and Lesbian Civil 
Rights Law. To support MGLPC, call or 
write 617-262-1565, P.O. Box 246, State- 
house, Boston, MA 02133. 


Exhibition: The Women’s Caucus for Art - 
Connecticut Chapter is sponsoring a juried 
exhibition at the Kenney Memorial Cultural 
Center in Wethersfield, CT. The exhibition is 
titled “Women: Objects, Objectives, Objec- 
tions.” The exhibition will run from February 
27 - March 26, 1993. There will be an opening 
reception Saturday, February 27 from 5-7 
pm. The Keeney Center is located at 200 
Main Street, Old Wethersfield, CT 06109. 
FMI call (203) 529-3178 or (203) 529-7161. 


Radio: “Now’s the Time,” is a women’s 
radio program featuring music, news, and 
interview of special interest to Lesbians, 
Feminists, and Allies. WithJudy O’, WMUA, 
91.1 FM, Sunday nights 6-9 pm. 


Support Group: The Valley Women’s 
Health Project meets on the third Tuesday of 
every month from 7-8:30 at the Bangs Com- 
munity Center in Amherst. We are a new 
organization currently focusing on issues of 
lesbians with cancer. We hope in the future to 
include other women’s health issues, espe- 
cially other immune system diseases. All 
women are welcome. We offer support, edu- 
cation, and political action. A support group 
for lesbians with cancer is starting. We plan 
to meet the second Tuesday of each month at 
the Bangs Community Center 7-8:30. This 
group is forlesbians who have had cancerand 
are in remission as well as lesbians with 
active cancer and their parmers. FMI call 
548-9431 or 508-544-6385. Wheelchair ac- 
cessible. 


Radio Work: Announcing an opportunity 


for interested persons to participate in pro- 
ducing radio programs on political and social 
issues. Undercurrents is a public affairs show 
on WMUA, which tries to cover news and 
perspectives which are usually omitted in the 
mainstream press. Undercurrents members 
take tums producing hour-long shows, which 
air on Monday evenings from 6-7 on WMUA. 
Topics vary from international issues (e.g. 
South Africa, Central America, Eritrea, Haiti, 
arms trade) to national issues (e.g. organized 
labor, reproductive rights, health care, af- 
fordable housing) to local issues (e.g. refer- 
enda on local ballots, tax resisters, loss of 
teachers’ jobs in South Hadley, a POWER 
organized demonstration). The formats range 
between live discussions and debates, 
pretaped interview and speeches and broad- 
casts of shows produced by other groups. The 
topic and format depend on the interests of 
the producer. Opportunities are open for in- 
terested individuals from the colleges and 
from the community to help prepare pro- 
grams and to participate in a training course 
at WMUA through which you receive an 
FCC license and can then engineer a show. 
WMULDA bDitoadcasts to a large geographical 
area, The station iscurrently vastly underused 
as a means of political education. contact 
Jennie Traschen 545-0545 or David Kastor 
549-4119 or Michael Holroyde 586-9045. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Lesbian ACOA Therapy Group. Now 
has openings. Meets Tuesday evenings. FMI 
call LifeCourse Counseling at: 253-2822. 


Herpes Adjustment Counseling: 
Newly infected? Wondering how to live with 
this troublesome, incurable STD? For sup- 
portive, helpful psychotherapy by qualified 
LICSW, call 584-7634. Discounted fee. 


Write From the Heart offers six weck 
writing workshops for women beginning the 
second week of February. Classes are held in 
Northampton. For information call Lesléa 
Newman at (413) 584-3865. 


Libana. Boston-based women’s world 
music ensemble is holding auditions for new 
members. Please write or call: Libana, Inc., 
P.O. Box 530, Cambridge, MA 021440. (617) 
522-3992. 


Looking for Woman to Sublet one 
sunny bedroom in a 3-bedroom apartment in 
Noho February-May 31. Prefer student. On 
bus line. $200.00+/neg. No ‘phobes. Call 
Stacie @ 586-4846, or 533-3915 to leave 
message. 


Affordable Group Rates; health/dis- 
ability insurance. New dental-HMO. 256- 
0107. 


Samson and Princess Delilah are 
pleased to announce the birth of Kateri (f), 
Tatanka (m), Chocorua (m), and Tekawitha 
(f). These special children are for special 
people. They are loyal and loving with big 
hearts and bodies. They are AKC registered 
and DDRLS blood line. They will be looking 
forward to meeting you and going on an 
adventure with you on Valentine's Day. (508) 
764-7758. 


Festival: Womenspeak is a festival of cul- 
tural and academic events at Amherst Col- 
lege celebrating the creativity, pursuits, and 
accomplishments of women, It is a month- 
long event which occurs in April. If you are 
interested in sharing your talents, experi- 
ences, or expertise please contact Jennifer 
Meyer or Cara Thanassi at 542-3048 or 542- 
3047. 


UMass GLB: The UMass Program for Gay, 
Lesbian and Bisexual Concems Speakers 
Bureau will hold trainings for new members 
from 7-10 pm at the Program for GLB Con- 
cems Office, Crampton, SW, February 9. 
Please call 545-4824 to register. Orientation 
for new and returning members will take 
place February 10 and 22, 5-7 pm at the 
Program office. Phoneline: LAMDA, the 
GLB’s 24-hour voice-messaging informa- 
tion service is accessible from any touch-tone 
phone. Dial LAMDA (5-2632) from any on- 
campus phone; 54-LAMDA (545-2632) from 
off-campus. For information about listing 
events, call Jeffrey McKeough at 545-4824. 


New Group: Institute for the Healing of 
Racism is now forming in Northampton. The ° 
purpose of the institute is to “help individuals 
heal the wound that racism creates” and to 
“become a center for social action with the 
aim of fostering justice and racial unity 
throughout Northampton and surrounding 
areas.” Meetings will take place on the Ist 
and 3rd Tuesdays of each month; the steering 
committee will meet 6:30-7 (all are wel- 
come) and group discussion introduced by 
knowledgeable speakers will take place 7- 
8:30. FMI and schedule of topics, call Jeannie 
at 586-6194, Colin at 585-5887, or Gene at 
256-1878. 


NewSupport Group: Menopause, informal 
support group to. meet monthly. Call Kate, 
584-2669. 


Meeting Times: 

The Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual Commu- 
nity Center general meetings are the first 
Tuesday of every month at 7pm at the Uni- 
tarian Meeting House in Northampton. FMI 
call 585-0683. 

The Valley Gay Alliance meets the first and 
third Thursdays of each month at 7:30 pm in 
the Unitarian Meeting House, Northampton. 
FMI call 527-2554. 

PFLAG meets the 2nd Tuesday of each month 
at 7:30 pm at Grace Episcopal Church Parish 
Hall, Spring Street, Amherst. 

Queer Nation meets every Wednesday 6-7 
pm at Bangs Community Center, Amherst. 
FMI call 584-4213. Teen support group in 
Northampton; call 586-7377. 

AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power (ACT- 
UP) of Western Mass meets on the second 
and fourth Thursdays of the month, 16 Center 
Street, Room 311, Northampton, 7:30 pm. 
FMI call 584-4213. 


Classifieds 
are only 25 a word in the Voice. 


Call 545-2436 to reserve for 
coming issues or mail your listing 


with check/money order to: 


Valley Women's Voice 
321 Student Union Building, 
UMASS, Amherst MA 01003 


